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Productivity and well-being:
new podcast
What does it take for a society to grow productivity and
raise well-being? This week's episode of Productivity
Puzzles features Conal Smith, Senior Economist at the
Institute for Governance and Policy Studies at Victoria
University of Wellington, Diane Coyle, Bennett Professor
of Public Policy at the University of Cambridge and Tim
Hazledine, who recently retired as Professor of
Economics at the University of Auckland Business
School. Listen on our website, or wherever you get your
podcasts.

New TPI insights paper
TPI co-investigator Philip McCann, who leads our
Geography and Place research theme, has written a new
insights paper arguing that the UK’s endemic regional-
national productivity problems cannot be addressed by
the UK’s current institutional and governance set-up. You
can read Levelling Up: The Need for an Institutionally
Coordinated Approach to National and Regional
Productivity on our website.

Bart van Ark quoted in
Treasury Select Committee
Our Managing Director, Bart van Ark, was quoted
extensively in The House of Common’s Treasury Select
Committee report from its Jobs, growth and productivity
after coronavirus inquiry. NIESR chair Jagjit Chadha, who
leads our Productivity Commission, is also quoted

https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQcL3lScGV1-WJV7CgXPCVKlKQW2shZB5N2YZDB7PqpDqW5Jz8XB2PDWvpW5jWB6z4TGJ06W8yhyyR2rKW2gN5g7gQ7KJpmdW2PWnHM8SBFgmW6WPXGN2sQqSLVPBRMr8f7qF5Vv5d4J84P2yKW2VJlGV3Q6TPCW6GFJHS1lgbr0W6CmDs360-zXSW3XYxjL2B1-KPW6-dBPl7V-M1gVQ9s763yY4LYW6YSnnJ5JFTfSW36gXZc97MgSRW9fPS5Y8zH2ltW4JSmc-2p9ksyW4lDn6W7gWTGKW4Jng6C3r6QxvW30CMdT2V_8ykVsng3g42n43lW4LKgKq1cKHpTF1lY5kCbjWpN6s25m2DCyRxMdXs_LrTYd83gBG1
https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQc73lSc3V1-WJV7CgFltW1Pb-LL2Rx21wW4CDSmy5bPXVlW5mD8vZ6BMHQHW9d0rJ2763MQzW6R05f26SH1BDW6ndb3K7-2GHwW7ffZdJ1Zz1N8W1pnPps8wYzCcW218GHJ3l8ShVW4jKyp94hwVFzW4j2j8K7vkYqBW8v1BGF21hjbxW2fy4YK2J-gBnW5TSZNR85qn0YW158WsM5mr2X0W4-w8J652bd_hW4W757m29l869W3rskfg5r6lR_W3_f4jG7VFcYdW70QMyZ8d7wYlMP-MTfYNDswW1rD7Nr3H2lV5N6-WFMHhNTryW4952v73W4B2X3kMT1
https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQc73lSc3V1-WJV7CgVjHW76yrrB5ppvQ5N24fwLVvLKJwN7dS1YLZVxl6W8zSY0r1mxPnQW6rtmKk2zYxvTW61l_sR1PP3TgW300Lry4XBPhYW2p-zwv7nZmklW4CxSsR3YXfKpW88VpS08y1LmrVW5RbK2Ym993W464cgN2XbG4MW1PPbg-4nTWHKW28lSgn79P06KVrB2p65vGRb4W3Fnr6L76rjSLW1ZkNXb66PBtmW4zH_5_3f8tQqVG7vXC8Vk9XrN5SxhZR4zzs9LR3dG4vsKWW4H2nFz3qLpk_W7cjDj05WF2MVW7xBBwF2zRhqz34Yt1
https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQc73lSc3V1-WJV7CgVjHW76yrrB5ppvQ5N24fwLVvLKJwN7dS1YLZVxl6W8zSY0r1mxPnQW6rtmKk2zYxvTW61l_sR1PP3TgW300Lry4XBPhYW2p-zwv7nZmklW4CxSsR3YXfKpW88VpS08y1LmrVW5RbK2Ym993W464cgN2XbG4MW1PPbg-4nTWHKW28lSgn79P06KVrB2p65vGRb4W3Fnr6L76rjSLW1ZkNXb66PBtmW4zH_5_3f8tQqVG7vXC8Vk9XrN5SxhZR4zzs9LR3dG4vsKWW4H2nFz3qLpk_W7cjDj05WF2MVW7xBBwF2zRhqz34Yt1
https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQd13lScZV1-WJV7CgPQtW14WvKz5dfNvsW20sCrc40b6DRN1DrljTRwLH9N3_wkpxC9qpbW4N_chX7vLbSjW8tLTy41kkBwXW3Y9YLS2-G-W3W3f8Qgf6mfrXSN3XsL33vDnNkW2dP1sN79RdX7W90yTgT526LtGW3KKXlK3y-ldWW9gdB0H3fWSVPW9lpTDP6gwmF2W5q2BGZ9kpRTsW2KCqYt5cHHshW1GNDvw2R-vwRW2_8Snr1wK98ZW1zyNF_8mV97KN9l2LQ6tmM9CN3qSryGyJbY5N3phMyy9xW7CW2s1cgG2JgMSyW30WZ4C5XM_qBW2Whr896pnKD1W9kFlmM8H1DSpW6PsWN82kC6mhW3Wl1mg8yK4tvW7lT5NH6qW4zBW1Q1tJT4WFp7X3pn31
https://d11z-k04.na1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2M+113/d11Z-K04/VW4wRt4ml9csVzWHN41GmPKWW5ZD33c4MrsW9N4dVQby5knJGV3Zsc37CgSsDW1_Dn743xLcHQW4X4Llc2prYjTW321tVh1mF2lQW1yc5Kw4smQ7vW8Z9Rdx3r4_r7W4L9Z461K3mttW3FjdNZ5Lpv9YW66BtHN69rvgBW2LNG1y63w98-W1kmj0438q5gDW4_8BvF7fhXx0W6Mz8Td4wJW_kW3t-RSR7YxGPNW8CCBs67bY_8QN1SK6kj-jB7bW92Xz525M75ZjN42SmKZ1-zg8VhWfCj104gbvW4cfvzJ5W_q0vW8sz33q1qbWbJN4mmLF3J0RbgW7jpgKf4pRMmGW37XYDD2rkF0PW5t2w4m7jP3VVN7vq8c7G7DFLW4BP3yB5k-rb3V2bDCR28VtW7W16rP-h6HXNmVW3MS45-5Tss1LV_bXXW6BNHBsW5b_Hr-51sJ-MN7XlX-Y3xgtwVnrkf626zz-fW7hWCKv6XcYDHN7PLxHH5dgTwW46GM6-5ybgFV358p1


throughout. The report covers short-termism in UK policy-
making and policy churn, the importance of investing in
schools, the long-tail of unproductive firms, the diffusion
and adoption of digital technologies and skills shortages
and more. You can read highlights from the report,
released this morning, on our website or access the full
report on the UK Parliament website.

Productivity Commission
report gains traction
The conclusions of the first report released by the
Productivity Commission have had a strong impact within
the media. David Smith reviewed the evidence in an
article (paywall) for the Sunday Times, Richard Partington
referenced the work in a piece for the Guardian, and the
report was also picked up by CityAM. The Productivity
Commission is hosted by The Productivity Institute’s
partner, the National Institute of Economic and Social
Research. 

Tony Venables in Resolution
Foundation report
The Resolution Foundation has released its report on
productivity, called Bridging the gap, which makes use of
data on UK regional inequality from our Research
Director, Tony Venables. The data uses male
employment rates as a proxy for manufacturing
employment during the 1970s to show how de-
industrialisation has shaped regional inequality in the
country up to the modern day.

A Mystery: More Jobs Filled,
but Lower Output
Our Managing Director Bart van Ark was quoted in Peter
Coy's New York Times article (paywall) about diminishing
productivity gains as low-wage workers return to the
workforce post-pandemic. According to Bart, winning
companies will respond to the slump by investing more in
automation, while ambitious workers will switch to
employers “who can afford to pay more but who will also
require them to be more productive.”  

Mark Hart in Raconteur
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TPI's Mark Hart was interviewed as part of Raconteur's
look into the UK's productivity problem, Running up that
skill: Business transformation 2022. Mark told Ouida
Taaffe that looking at productivity as simply gross value
added per employee is too narrow. You can read the full
report on Raconteur's website (paywall).

TPI expertise at the Geography
of Innovation Conference
TPI co-investigators Elvira Uyarra and Raquel Ortega-
Argilés presented their work on The Consortium for
Research in Innovative and Strategic Public Procurement
at the 6th Geography of Innovation Conference in Milan.
The research is a collaboration with the Connected
Places Catapult.

Research opportunities
The Productivity Institute and its partners are offering the
following research job and publication opportunities: 

Call for special issue papers from the British
Journal of Management. This special issue on
Reimagining business and management as a force
for good encourages theoretical and empirical
contributions on how business and management is
taking on a broader social purpose in order to
address grand societal challenges. Closes 15
October. Submit an article on Wiley Online Library.

Upcoming Events
14 September Brown Bag seminar (TPI academics only). Nigel Driffield.
21 September TPI Business Conference. More details to follow.
28 September Brown Bag (TPI academics only). Frank Geels & Jean-Francois Mercure. 
5 October Brown Bag seminar (TPI academics only). Chris Warhurst & Derek Bosworth.
12-13 October World KLEMS Conference 2022, hosted by TPI at AMBS.

TPI Publications
Working Papers and Productivity Insight Papers can be found on our website.
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